Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 297 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.126; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.8.
The title molecule, C 12 H 10 N 4 O 2 , located about an inversion centre, is roughly planar, with an r.m.s. deviation from the least-squares plane of all non-H atoms of 0.019 Å . In the crystal, N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds between the amide N-H group and the pyridine N atom connect the molecules into a corrugated layer parallel to (101).
Related literature
For N,N'-di(3-pyridyl)oxamide and its metal complexes, see: Hu et al. (2012) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). show one-dimensional chains and metallocycles (Hu et al., 2012) . Within this project the crystal structure of the title compound was determined (Fig. 1) . In its crystal structure intermolecular N-H···N hydrogen bonds are found (Table 1 
The title compound was prepared according to a published procedure (Hu et al., 2012) . Block crystals suitable for X-ray crystallography were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvent from a solution of the title compound in methanol.
Refinement
H atoms bound to C and N atoms were placed in idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C -H = 0.93 Å and N-H = 0.86 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5 U eq (C/N).
Computing details
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 1997) and SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) . 
